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Exploring Nature: Collecting Shells
and Fossils
Shells and fossils are interesting, beautiful and so much fun to collect! it's
like having a tiny piece of nature right with you at home. So how do you
get started with your own collection? Let's take a look at some of the
resources available here in the Capital Region.

Finding Shells
There are a few ways to start collecting shells: you can go outside (with a
parent!) and find them yourself, or you can buy them. Collectors sell
interesting shells from all around the world- with a little help from your
parents, you might be able to find them online!
Since we're not by a beach, it can be difficult to go out and find shells all by
yourself, but you might find some luck by checking the areas near lakes and
streams. Shells from freshwater mollusks will be harder to find than ocean
water mollusks, but they might still be there! If you're on vacation by the
beach, be sure to hunt for shells right there on the seashore.

Finding Fossils

Other Resources
You might not always be able to
take fossils home to add to your
collection, but there are lots of
places in the Capital Region to see
fossils. One of the best places to
look is on the trails at Thatcher
State park. Remember to check
with the park before going
fossil hunting- lots of places
have different rules about
what you can and can't take
with you when you leave.

There are lots of places to fossil hunt in the capital region!

Lester Park in Saratoga Springs,
NY is a great place to visit and
look at very old sea fossils.
The trails and visitor's center at John Boyd
Thacher State park in Vorheesville, NY are
a great place to look for fossils! You may even
find some to take home.
The New York State Museum in Albany, NY
has a huge collection of fossils, shells and
more in their geological department. Visit the
museum itself to take a look, or visit their
website to learn more.
The World Register of Marine Species
(WoRMS) is an online resource where you can
learn all about shells and marine life. Go to
www.marinespecies.org to check it out!

Your local library! Ask your librarian for help
finding books.

